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I know a family whose members treasure the memory of their deceased aunt – we’ll call her Aunt Mary. She was a single woman who had a very basic education. During years of hard work and frugal living she was able to put some money aside. She was generous throughout her lifetime with her savings. She helped many family members: the newly married who needed money for a mortgage; a nephew struggling to pay for law school; a widowed sister who needed help with the rent, etc. She was known in her family for her generosity, which she did without fanfare and many times anonymously. 
Aunt Mary was generous outside her family as well, giving to people she heard about who had need. During her lifetime her generosity was admired by and a challenge to, those who did know about it. Her reputation for generosity lived on after she died. One of her nieces once said, "I’ll always remember what Aunt Mary said, ‘If you have money how can you not give it to someone who doesn’t?’" Aunt Mary left a legacy and it wasn’t just the money she gave to those who needed it. Her example and words became a model and challenge for others. "If you have, how can you not give to someone who doesn’t?" It wasn’t a commandment the family had to follow, it was something they wanted to do to honor a beloved family member – practice generosity the way Aunt Mary did.
The Deuteronomy passage is another family story. Moses is talking to the Israelites on the plains of Moab. The whole book of Deuteronomy is a sermon he delivers to them. The Israelites have just completed their long journey through the desert with its daily and long hardships on the road to freedom. Moses is giving them advice before they enter the Promise Land: they are to, "hear the statutes and decrees." It’s what we expect from a religious leader, isn’t it – rules of behavior, ways to please the Divine?
But that’s not what Moses is teaching; we don’t keep commandments to win God’s favor and please God. Moses is saying that God is like Aunt Mary, who loved and helped her family when they were too young to return the love or to broke to pay back the gifts. The Israelites had received gifts from God – freedom from slavery, daily nourishment and protection along their escape route – out of God’s generosity and love. God did these wonderful deeds because of God’s love for the Israelites, not because they deserved it, but because God wanted to do good things for them.
The Israelites didn’t look at commandments as onerous, something they were pressured to do. Rather, God was like Aunt Mary who said, "If you have something, how could you not share it with someone who doesn’t?" Those in Aunt Mary’s family who benefited from her generosity, were inspired by her spirit and wanted to reflect it in their lives. That’s the way it is with God. 
We don’t always live up to who we are and who we want to be; we don’t always reflect the God who stood by us with forgiveness and generosity in hard times. But Jesus did. He was the image and likeness of our generous God who rescued the Israelites from slavery – and who, through Jesus, delivers us from our slavery and addictions. Jesus lived in the way God wants us all to live. As the Bible tells us, he "fulfilled the Law."
If the Pharisees and scribes who challenged Jesus about his disciples’ non- observance of the eating rituals, had been in Aunt Mary’s family, they would have wanted rules and regulations about how much each family member was to donate to those in need. They would have made lists of givers and receivers; determined who was to receive how much and they would have determined the percentage of a family member’s resources that would go to charity. They would have been very thorough. And if they had the authority, they probably would have enforced the regulations. That’s just the way it is when some people are in control. The pressured family members might have observed the rules of giving, but the process would have killed the spirit of Aunt Mary. In truth, Mary’s family members imitated her generosity, not because there were rules about it, but because she touched their lives and they caught her spirit. They gifted others freely, in "the spirit of Aunt Mary." 
Which is what some of the Pharisees and scribes failed to do in observing and pressuring others to follow the Mosaic Law. The Pharisees get a bad reputation in the Gospels and are often caricatured. But their intentions were good: to protect and preserve the integrity of the Law, applying it to daily life. In the process some got carried away and misplaced the spirit of the Law and, as in today’s gospel, became preoccupied about externals. 
Jesus attacks their misplaced emphasis and their way of structuring life. Today’s passage comes between two multiplication stories, which manifested his overflowing concern for people. The Pharisees, on the other hand, have a restrictive view, showing a preoccupation with minutia –washing hands and utensils for eating. The Pharisees got sidetracked as they tried to be the holy people God called them to be.
No one can deny Jesus’s desire to form a holy people; but he says that has nothing to do with exterior legal observances. The interior of a person must be transformed first, then the proper exterior practices will flow naturally – the way, I suppose, Aunt Mary’s family was affected and changed by her generosity. 
It’s the grace that comes to those who believe in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus that effects real transformation in a person. Touched by that grace and accepting the new life it brings, makes a person say something like Aunt Mary’s family said," How can we not forgive and be generous to others, when in Jesus, God has been so forgiving and generous towards us? 
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HÃY MỞ LÒNG ĐÓN NHẬN THA NHÂN
Tôi có quen với một gia đình làm lễ giỗ tưởng niệm một người Cô, tạm gọi là Cô Mary, đã qua đời. Cô Mary không lập gia đình, và có một học thức căn bản. Sau những năm làm việc vất vả, cô Mary để dành được một số tiền, cô đã dùng để giúp đỡ gia đình: như những người vừa mới lập gia đình cần tiền đặt cọc mua nhà; giúp một người cháu có hoàn cảnh khó khăn để học luật; giúp người chị góa bụa trả tiền thuê nhà v.v… Cô Mary được mọi người trong gia đình biết vì có lòng rộng rãi, giúp đỡ người khác, không khoe khoang, và nhiều lần giúp đỡ ẩn danh.

Đối với người ngoài, chỉ cần Cô nghe biết là họ cần sự giúp đỡ là cô Mary sẵn lòng giúp ngay. Trong những ngày Cô còn sống, ai cũng biết Cô rộng rãi như thế nào, và kính nể Cô, và đó là tấm gương cho những người quen biết cô. Tấm lòng rộng rãi của Cô Mary vẫn còn tồn tại sau khi Cô đã qua đời. Có lần một người cháu gái nhắc đến cô là luôn nhớ tới lời Cô Mary nói: “Nếu mình có tiền thì tại sao không giúp người không có?” Cô Mary để lại những kỷ niệm không phải chỉ là tiền giúp kẻ khác. Mà còn là gương sống của Cô qua lời nói của Cô  thách thức kẻ khác: “Nếu bạn có tiền, sao bạn lại không giúp người khác?” Đó phải chăng là điều mà Cô muốn gia đình phải làm theo. Đó là điều mà gia đình cô muốn làm để nhớ đến một người thân thương rộng rãi như Cô Mary.
Bài đọc trong sách Đệ Nhị Luật nói về việc ông Mô-sê dạy dân Israel đang ở trên đất Mô-áp. Toàn bộ sách Đệ Nhị Luật là một bài giảng của Mô-sê với dân Israel khi họ vừa trải qua những ngày cực khổ trong sa mạc để tìm tự do. Mô-sê khuyên bảo họ trước khi họ vào đất Chúa hứa, dân Israel phải nghe theo các lề luật và các phán quyết để thi hành. Đó là điều chúng ta trông đợi nơi một nhà lãnh đạo tôn giáo phải không? Những quy định về cách sống, cách thức làm đẹp lòng Thiên Chúa.
Nhưng đó không chỉ là phải giữ điều răn để làm đẹp lòng Thiên Chúa như Mô-sê đã dạy, mà dân Israel phải biết yêu thương và giúp đỡ gia đình; như Cô Mary đã làm; như thế mới làm đẹp lòng Thiên Chúa. Cô Mary đã giúp những người còn trẻ chưa đủ sức để đáp lại tình thương của cô, hay hoàn lại những gì Cô đã cho họ. Cũng vậy, dân Israel đã lãnh nhận hồng ân Thiên Chúa trong việc giúp gìn giữ họ ra khỏi kiếp nô lệ, cho của ăn hàng ngày. Thiên Chúa làm những việc ấy vì lòng thương yêu dân Israel, không phải vì họ đáng được hưỡng những điều đó, nhưng là do Thiên Chúa muốn thương yêu họ thôi.

Dân Israel không nghĩ những điều răn là những điều Thiên Chúa bắt buộc họ phải giữ. Giống như Cô Mary đã nói “Nếu người nào có tiền sao lại không chia sẻ với những người không có?” Những người trong gia đình Cô Mary đã được hưởng sự rộng rãi ấy nên muốn noi gương và làm như Cô đã làm. Với Thiên Chúa, chúng ta cũng phải làm như vậy.

Chúng ta không sống những điều chúng ta muốn, hay những điều chúng ta ước mơ. Chúng ta hãy nên đồng dạng với Thiên Chúa là Đấng sống bên chúng ta; hãy tập tha thứ như Thiên Chúa đã tha thứ, sống rộng rãi trong những lúc khó khăn như Chúa Giêsu đã sống. Chúa Giêsu là hình ảnh của Đức Chúa, Đấng rộng rãi cứu dân Israel ra khỏi nô lệ. Và qua Chúa Giêsu, Thiên Chúa muốn tất cả chúng ta đều sống. Theo như Thánh Kinh đã nói “Chúa Giêsu đến để kiện toàn các lề luật”.

Các người Biệt Phái và kinh sư hỏi Chúa Giêsu về các môn đệ Ngài sao không giữ truyền thống của các tiền nhân trong việc ăn uống. Nếu những người đó ở trong gia đình Cô Mary, chắc họ muốn có những quy luật về sự giúp đỡ. Quy định cách lên danh sách số lượng người được giúp. Và số tiền đóng góp của mổi thành viên trong gia đình là bao nhiêu phần trăm theo tỷ lệ tài sản của từng người. Và nếu họ có quyền sử dụng tiền đó họ sẽ ra điều lệ rõ ràng: Có ban kiểm soát làm việc khe khắc. Làm như vậy là họ phá tan tinh thần và lòng rộng rãi của Cô Mary. Thật ra thì những người trong gia đình Cô Mary cứ theo gương Cô ta, không theo một luật lệ nào cả, nhưng vì Cô Mary đã ảnh hưởng đến đời sống của họ và họ noi gương của Cô. Họ giúp đỡ người khác theo  “tinh thần Cô Mary”
Những người Biệt Phái và kinh sư không giúp những người khác sống bên ngoài luật của Mô-sê”. Trong phúc âm những người đó thường bị chế nhạo. Nhưng thật ra thì họ có ý hay là giữ gìn lề luật của đời sống hàng ngày. Nhưng trong tinh thần đó có người lại đi quá xa và giữ luật quá khắt khe như bài phúc âm đọc hôm nay, là họ chỉ nghĩ đến bề ngoài của luật, chứ không giữ tinh thần của luật.
Chúa Giêsu chỉ trích người Biệt Phái và kinh sư là họ đã đặt sai trọng tâm của đời sống hàng ngày. Bài phúc âm hôm nay ở giữa hai bài nói về phép lạ làm bánh hóa nhiều. Phép lạ này chứng tỏ tình Chúa Giêsu thương yêu lo lắng cho đám quần chúng theo Ngài. Người Biệt Phái có ý kiến riêng hẹp hòi, chỉ chú trọng đến những chi tiết nhỏ nhặt, như rửa tay và chén bát trước khi ăn, để tỏ ra họ là những người muốn sống thánh thiện theo lề luật Mô-sê.


Không ai có thể chối cãi được là Chúa Giêsu muốn dạy dân chúng theo Ngài sống đời sống thánh thiện. Nhưng Chúa Giêsu nói là đời sống đó không quan hệ gì đến những lề luật bên ngoài. Lòng người phải thay đổi trước đã, và rồi bên ngoài sẽ tự nhiên thay đổi sau, cũng như gia đình Cô Mary đã được ảnh hưởng bởi lòng rộng rãi của Cô.

Chính ơn Chúa của những người tin vào đời sống, sự chết, và sự sống lại của Chúa Giêsu đã làm thay đổi những người đó. Họ đã lãnh nhận được ơn Chúa, nhờ đó mà họ được một đời sống mới. Và bởi đó mà họ có thể nói như gia đình Cô Mary nói “Tại sao chúng ta lại quên không rộng rãi đối với kẻ khác, khi Chúa Giêsu đã tha thứ và rộng rãi đối với chúng ta?”
Lm. Jude Siciliano, OP
Chuyển ngữ FX Trọng Yên, OP
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